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The politics of the 1985-86 session were
dominated by an obsessive interest in toxics
legislation. With public opinion surveys and
legislative mail registering fundamental -
dissatisfaction with the way government is

~coping with toxics, politicians once again
competed for opportunities to demonstrate
their commitment and effectiveness in dealing
with the state’s waste management problems.

This sensitivity to the political winds
brought victories to conservationists: bills to
allow increased public involvement in
planning and siting hazardous waste facilities,
to improve coordination between the various
government entities dealing with toxics, and to
phaseout the landfilling of untreated
hazardous waste. By the end of the session,
over two dozen bills dealing with one or more
aspects of toxics were on the Governor’'s
desk. He vetoed half and signed the rest into
law, once again demonstrating his often
obstructionist response to the legislature’s
initiatives: :

The legislature also passed a bill to study
three California rivers for inclusion in the State
Wild and Scenic Rivers System and to
establish a clear procedure for nominating
rivers for inclusion in the system. On the
resource recovery front, environmentalists
finally succeeded in passing a bottle bill
which will start California along the road to
more widespread recycling.

THE 1986 LEGISLATURE S

The session had its share of bad bills as
well. Bills were introduced to prevent citizens
from using the initiative process for growth
control, to prevent planners from using the
sewer hook-up permitting process to slow
growth, and to weaken the state’s timber
harvest laws with regard to their énviron-
mental safeguards.

It is interesting to note that a lot of the
action in the legislature continues to occur at

the committee level. All of the environmentally §

destructive bills rated on this year's chart

were killed or stopped in committee.
Unfortunately, though, committees are
increasingly using the technique of sending a
bill to “suspense file” to avoid being on record"
as having opposed the bill. The bill then sits in
suspense until a committee member requests.
that it be brought up for a vote. Often the bill
dies without a vote. :

We are pleased to note that the average
score of our legislators has gone up
significantly this year. We hope that this will
be an ongoing trend. ‘

This chart is only part of the story of the
legislature. It does not show the important
work behind the scenes that contributed to
the success or failure of our targeted bills.
That the legislature produced as much solid
work as it has in the last few years is no
accident. For this we owe a debt of gratitude
to the legislators who authored those bilis,
and influenced their passage. .

s SPDEAK QOUT S

Contrary to public specuiation, legislators rarely hear from their constituents. The most effective way to express your
. approval of disapproval of your representatives' performance is to communicate with them directly—by phone, by mailgram

or by letter. Because so few people take time to contact their re

opinion of 500 other voters.

presentatives, one letter is often counted as representing the

Duringthe legislative session, letters to your representatives can be sent ¢/o State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814, District
office addresses and-phone numbers are listed in the white pages of your phone book under “California, State of.”




AB 2870 (BRONZAN)
~Toxic Waste Facilities

Would allow local governments more control over the siting of hazard-
ous waste facilities within their jurisdiction.

“ SUPPORTED; Held in Senate Appropriations Suspense file.

AB 2948 (TANNER) .
Hazardous Waste Sltlng

. Would establish a new process for local govemments toplan andsite '

hazardous waste facilities, allowing increased public involvement in

the process and calling for a phaseout of land’ dlsposal of untreated ~

+hazardous wastes within‘a few years.
'SUPPORTED; Enacted

AB 4001 (CONNELLY)

- Testing/monitoring of Chemrcal Plants

Would establish a multi-agency state review team to determine
proper testing and monitoring procedures for chemical plants operat-
ing in the state.

SIIPPI]RTEI] wnhdrawn hy author

SCA 3] (TORRES) '
Toxics Bill of Rights

Would have placed into the Califomia Constrtutron a toxics “Bill of a
Rights.” These rights included-the right to clean water, to wamings

about exposure to hazardous substances and the nght of cmzens to
see toxics laws enforced ’

SIIPPI]HTED Krlled in Senate Appropnatlons Commlttee

. 8B 1048 (TORRES)
- Toxics Reorgamzatlon

* Would consolidate "toxics responsnbtlltres into the Environmental
. Affairs Agency and create a Toxics Comrmission to oversee toxic

waste controls, Offered as an altemative to Govemor Duekmejlans ’

" badly flawed reorgamzatlon plans (GRP 1 and GRP 2)
- SUPPORTED; Vetoed by the Govemor L

SB 1500 (ROBERTI)

~Landfill Phaseout

~ Would pl’Othlt the landfilling of hazardous wastes in California and at
the same time create a workable system of treatment alternatives
consistent with federal guidelines.

SUPPUHTED Enacted

SB 219[] (ROSENTHAL)
Ocean Incineration

hazardous wastes off the Califonia Coast until health and environ-
mental studies have been made and all safety measures are in place

SUPPORTED; Vetoed by the Governor.

AIR POLLUTION : ‘

AB 1276 (CAMPBELL)
Air Pollution Penalties

Would increase the fines and penalties for major vuolatrons of the
- state’s air pollutton regulations.

SUPPUBTEI] Enacted.

AB 3049 (MOUNTJOY)
Air Emissions. Standards

Would have seriously weakened enforcement of. air poflution control
requirements by, ineffect, allowmg used cars to be sold without being

in comphance with emissions standards. (Besides making enforce- -
ment of air quality faws more-difficult, tt would place the burden of -

compltance on the buyer.)

T

Would authorize the state to deny pemuts for ocean incineration of /-

AB 3089 (SHER) y .
Air Quality T

Would prohibit Air Pollution Control Districts from issuing permits or’
determintions of compliance to a Resource Recovery Project unless
the project met current state and federal air and toxics standards, and"
a helath risk assessment is done to determine that the project posed
no significant health dangers:

SUPPORTED; Enacted.

WATER RESOURCES :

AB 859 (SHER)
Safe Drinking Water Act .

Would correct many of the State's |nadequaC|es regarding contamina-
tion of our drinking water by setting standards for all contaminates, .

stopping delivery of water contaminated above health standards,
requiring consumer notification if standards are exceeded and the use

of the best available clean up technologies, as-well as requiring that. -

. the effect on health of exposure to several contaminates at the same
time be considered by regulators..

SUPPORTED; Held in Senate Appropnattons Commlttee suspense
file.

'AB 2133 (JONES) |
Drinking Water Standards

Promoted by the agrichemical industry, this would have set water
quality standards based on economic and technological cosiderations,

" ineffect allowing the legalization of the existing contamination levels

of drinking water because it would cost “too much” to clean up. it
would also encourage the contamination of as yet untainted water

v resources up to the leve! “allowed” by these standards.

OPPOSED; Stalled in Senate Toxics Committee.
SB 2612 (CARPENTER)

" ‘Duke’s Ditch Revisited

* An attempt to revive Governor Deukmejian's through-Delta water
" project, designed to provrde more water to the State Water Pro;ect .
- with no consideration of the environmental impact..

: IJPPUSEI] Died in Senate Approprtatlons Commlttee.

PARKS/WILDLIFE B

AB 846 (CAMPBELL)
Trout Stream Protection k ,
Revived after being killed in the Assembly last year, this bill would

restrict the development of hydro projects on the state’s wild trout "

streams.’

SUPPORTED; Died m ‘Senate Agnculture and Water Resources
Commlttee - S
AB 2915 (FARR) _ .

Gill Netting

Would extend the areas closed to gill net frshlng from 15 to 20 fathoms

in those areas where sea otters are being drowned by the nets. Would -

also provide low interest loans to fisherman for experimental, less
damaging gear, and for on-board monitoring equipment.

SUPPORTED; Enacted. Vetoed by the Govenor.

AB 3101 (SHER) . '
Wild and Scenic Rivers '

Would require the study of three rlvers the. East Fork Carson West.f

Walker and McCloud, for potential inclusion in the State Wild and
- Scenic Rivers System. Major construction on the study portions of the
rivers would be prohibited until 1990, and a procedure for the Legisla-

ture to niominate rivers for addition to. the system wouId be- . ’
" established.

‘SUPPORTED: Eracted.
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AB 3889 (N. WATERS.)
Mountain Lions

Would authorize the Fish & Game -D.epartme’nt to adopt reguiatioris to .

allow the killing of mountain lions that da age livestock, a power
that department already has. ) . . :

OPPOSED; Died in Senate Natural Resources Commit_teé

- 8B 805 (PRESLEY)

. Habitat Preservation

Originally a bond act to provide funding for the purchase of habitat for

rare and endangered species unique to Califomia, the bill was

amended near the end of the session make it a direct allocation of 1 -

- milfion dollars from the Endangered Species License Plate Fund.
SUPPORTED; Died on the Assembly Floor, ' '

COAST

AB 2771 (FERGUSON)
Coastal Access

. Would exempt new construction in the coastal zene from coastal

access requirements under certain conditions, thereby making public
access to the coast more difficult. S :

OPPOSED; Failed in Assembly Natural Resources Corrimitt_ee.’ L

AB 3086 (McCLINTOCK)
Coastal Access

Under existing law the use ‘of private property by the public for
recreational- purposes can not tum into a vested right to use the
property, with the “exception of coastal property. This exemption,
created to protect traditional coastal access ways, would have been

eliminated by this bill; retroactive to 1972. .
‘OPPOSED; Failed in Assembly Judiciary Comimittee.

AB 3501 (HAYDEN)
Ocean Pollution , L
Would make the Department of Health Services responsible for

monitoring the health risks of consuming fish contaminated with toxic-

materials, and would require the DOHS to develop a health risk
assessment program with ongoing monitoring.
* SUPPORTED; Vetoed by the Governor,

AB 3802 (FARR)
Coastal Commission Staffing

Would require that the Coastal Commission have enough staff to do
long-range stuidies and planning for offshore oil review, coastal access

development, coastal toxics and marine pollution issues and other

areas of Cqmmission responsibility. :
SUPPOHT‘ED; Held in Senate Appropriations Suspense fife.

AB 4044 (FARR) |
Offshore Qil Drilling Liability v

Would impose strict liability .on respensible parties for damages to
‘marine resources caused by the discharge of natural gas, il or drilling
wastes into the marine enviroment. Would hold oil companies respon-

.sible for costs of rehabilitating -as well as cleaning up. wildiife -

damaged by spills, for loss of profits and revenues to both business
"and government caused by spills, and for damages caused by seismic
testing. _ : , .

SUPPORTED; Enacted.

omers g

AB 1107 (CAMPBELL)
Native Plant Protection - : ;
Would ban the sale, in California, of certain exotic weeds that would

~choke out or otherwise threaten the existence of native plant species.

SUPPORTED; Vetoed by the Govemor.

. properly verify the enviramental impact of the harvest plans.

Bottle Bill

Places a 1-cent redemption value on all soft drink and beer containers ‘

sold in the state, which would rise to 3-cents if recycling goals were
not met within a set period. Establishes redemption centers and

allows. consumers who.return containers to receive a portion of the

revenues from unretumed containers. L
SUPPORTED; Enacted. '

AB 2697 (SHER)

Board of Forestry Appointments

Would revise the method by which Board of Fdrestfy membersﬂ are

- appointed. Currently, the nine members, who-are responsible for

overseeing application of environmental standards gdoverning com-

- mercial timber harvesting, are appointed by the govemor. This bill

would give two appointments to the Speaker of the Assembly and two

to the Senate Rules Committee, in a system similar to Coastal -
- Commission and other regulatory board appointments. '

SUPPORTED; Killed jn Senate Govemmental Organization Committee.-

~ AB 2710 (ROOS)

Off-highway Vehicle Users Fee

Reinstates the tser-fee approach to financing of public off-highway

vehicle lands by requiring alf users of OHV recreation areas on public

lands (including vehicles also registered for street use), to purchase a
proper registration sticker, and basing any transfers from the Fuel Tax

“Fund-into_the OHV fund only on the number of vehicles legally

registered in the state OHV program. -
SUPPORTED; Enacled. -

AB 2907 (FERGUSON) .

Nullification of Growth Control Initiatives -

Would have nullified several successful growth control initiatives

- enacted by citizens in cities and counties around the state, and would
have destroyed mary land-use regulations, including density restric-

tions of any kind; lot size, setback and landscaping restrictions'and
park and open space zoning. o '
OPPOSED; Failed in Assembly Local Government Committee.

AB 2908 (FERGUSON)
Development Permits

- Would make it almost impossible for localities to impose sewage
hook-up moratoriums, which have traditionally been an- important
- method of growth control. : ‘ '

OPPOSED; Died inrAssembly Ways anq Iv;eans Com;nittee.
AB 4413 (KILLEA) | |

- Restoration and Facilities Bond Act
™ Would have placed a bond act on the November 1986 ballot to provide

additional funding for the acquisition and restoration programs of the
Coastal Conservancy and Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, as
well as to implement the Big Sur Local Coastal Plan. ’_ : o

‘ ASUFPDHTED: Failed on the Senate Floor,

SB 1717 (MADDY)
Urban Land Conservation

Would place before the voters a bond act to fund the acquisition of
open space or “greenbelt” lands close to urban areas. s

SUPPORTED; Died in Assembly Ways and Means.
SB 2394/2554 (KEENE) -

~Timber Harvest

. Weakens ‘forest practice laws by allowing timber companies to
- develop 10-year harvest plans, which would then be immune fromany -
further changes or enviromental requirements. Would also allow fora -

much shorter period of time in which they could be studied. This

would swamp the Forestry Department staff, leaving them unable to”

-OPPOSED; Died in Senate Natural Resources Committee.
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AB 846 1/30
AB 859 6/28
AB 1107 8/28
AB 1276 8/29
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AB 2133 6/28

. AB 2697 4/28
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*Not in office and/or on Committee when vote was taken.
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 WHAT IS THE LEAGUE

DISTRICT MAPS Foimner

STATE SENATE

OF CONSERVATION VOTERS?

The California League of Conservation Voters (CLCV) is
the non-partisan campaign armof the environmental

. movement in California. The League works to protect the

environmental quality of our staté by electing conservation- |
minded candidates and passing environmentally sound
propositons. S : - .
League canvassers communicate directly with hundreds -
of thousands of Californians every year. In addition to pro-
viding information on_legislators’ environmental. voting
records, they register voters, recruit-volunteers, generate
letters to targeted representatives, identify “conservation *
voters” and get out the vote on Election Day. '
CLCV also prepares radio spots for key candidates and
issues, conducts electoral training sessions for environ-

. mental activists, mobilizes precinct workers and other polit-

ical volunteers, and holds forums'to provide the public with
an opportunity to meet and talk with elected officiais and
candidates. CLCV has 40,000 members.

-CLCV would like'to thank and aCknowledge the following

Lung Association and Ms. Mari Haber. o

groups and individuals for their invaluable assistance in ‘
compiling this chart; the Sierra Club, the Planning and
‘Conservation League, the League for Coastal Protection,
Defenders of Wildiife, Friends of the River, the Mono
Lake Committee, Californians Against Waste, the America

LOS ANGELES BERKELEY

SAN FRANCISCO
942 Market St., #603
San Francisco, CA 94102 | Los Angeles, CA 90025

(415) 397-7780 (213) 826-8812

Berkeley, CA 94704
(415) 845-1965

electing politicians who care! registration materials.
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STATE ASSEMBLY

'HOW TO USE THE CHART

) =0 B CLCVis a Federal and State political committee. Copies of our report
12217 Santa Monica Blvd. } 2131 University Avenue #436 .10 fi10qf with the Federal Election Commission in Washington, DCand -

with the Fair Political Practices Commission in Sacramento.

[ | want to protect the environment by | need to register to vote. Please send me Field Rep; '

. The voting. chart, which you will find by folding out these - -
pages, evaluates the 1985 session of the state legislature. It
lists the floor and committee votes on key bifls relatingtothe o
enviranment. The votes tabulated in the chart are consi-
dered by CLCV.to be the most environmentally significant
votes for each bill. In all cases, the dates of the actual votes
are listed next to the bill numbers at the top of each column.

The percentages to the right of each legislator's voting
record indicaté the level of pro-environment votes cast.
Evéry legislator with ten or more votes is assigned a percen-
tage score. Abstentions and absences are not figured into
the final score: Because this method of scoring does not
penalize legislators for poor. attendance, we urge our
members to check their legisiator’'s attendance records and
ask them for an explanation if there is an unreasonable
number of missing votes. : : :
Legislators with five or more cumulative committee votes
are given committee scores.in addition to their floor scores.

i

- FIELD RECEIPT.

Date:

O Enclosedis my contributionof § . Name: Amount Received: $
: Address: : . :
. . Precirict #:
20  $25 $50 $100 - $500 .. . .
$ ) T City/State: Assembly:
Zip:

1 | would like to volunteer in the cam-

State Senate:

paigns of CLCV endorsed candidates. Telephone:

Congress:

, atmttns s oo — —



